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SUB J : ISSUES FOR MEETING OF US-USSR JOINT COMMERCIAL 

COMMISSION - OPERATIONS OF NEW U.S. COMMERCIAL OFFICE 

REF: MOSCOW 7140 

1. WITH REFERENCE TO POTENTIAL PROBLEMS FOR OPERATIONS OF 
NEW COMMERCIAL OFFICE OUTLINED REFTEL, CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF OFFICE AND M.M. FROLOV OF CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE’S EXHIBITIONS DIRECTORATE MAY 14 INDICATED THAT 
CHAMBER WOULD NOT, UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS, BE ABLE PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE DISCUSSED IN PARA 2(C)(2) REFTEL. 

2. IN MAY 14 CONVERSATION, FROLOV REFERRED TO LETTER WHICH HE 
HAD PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED FROM DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL OFFICE 
PRESENTING OUR NEEDS FOR INTERPRETERS/BOOTH ATTENDANTS IN 
CONNECTION WITH JULY 8-12 SEMINAR/EXHIBIT IN NEW OFFICE. 

FROLOV ADVISED DEPUTY DIRECTOR THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE REPLY 
TO THIS LETTER AS MATTER WAS EXTREMELY DELICATE AND HAD BREN 
TAKEN OUT OF HIS HANDS. FROLOV DID NOT INDICATE AT WHICH 
LEVEL OF SOVIET BUREAUCRACY MATTER WOULD BE RESOLVED, BUT HIS 
OVERALL APPROACH CLEARLY INDICATED THAT HE EXPECTED CHAMBER'S 
RESPONSE TO BE NEGATIVE. HE SUGGESTED THAT COMMERCIAL OFFICE 
ATTEMPT ARRANGE FOR NEEDED PERSONNEL THROUGH INTOURIST OR UPDK. 
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3. AS EMBASSY HAS PREVIOUSLY NOTED, WE BELIEVE THAT SUPPORT 
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FROM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN PROVIDING PERSONNEL FOR EVENTS 
SCHEDULED IN NEW OFFICE IS MOST IMPORTANT. FROLOV S COMMENTS 
MAKE CLEAR THAT THIS SUPPORT WILL NOT BE FORTHCOMING UNLESS WE 
ARE ABLE TO MAKE CLEAR TO SOVIETS AT SUFFICIENTLY HIGH LEVEL 
THAT WE REGARD THEIR COOPERATION IN OPERATIONS OF NEW OFFICE 
AS SIGNIFICANT TEST OF THEIR WILLINGNESS SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT 
OF US-SOVIET COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 

STOESSEL 
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